World Union of Akita Clubs (WUAC)

Minutes of the General Assembly 2002

Date: July 6th, 2002

Venue: Amsterdam, Netherlands
Attendants:

Belgium, Brazil, Czech, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherland, Norway, Switzerland, Sweden, U.S.A

Interpreters:

Japan, Italy

Observers:

U.S.A, England

Absent:

Spain

In accordance With the Articles of Union, President Kariyabu took the chair and declared the opening of the General Assembly 2002 of the World Union of Akita Clubs.

First, attendance of delegates of member countries was confirmed. Out of the 17 member countries of fourteen countries were present. Because Denmark and Mexico were not able to attend, they entrusted there right to vote to Sweden and Japan, respectively. 
Spain was absent without previous notice.

Then, President Kariyabu made an opening speech and welcomed attendants. He extended his gratitude to Mrs. Gerda F. Schaufeli, President of the Dutch Akita Club, and other members of the club for their great help and support for the organization of this General Assembly.

President Kariyabu reported on the previous day’s meeting of the Executive Committee. It was decided at the meeting to set up a special committee which will tackle hereditary diseases of the Akita because they are closely related to improvement of mental and physical health of the breed. He expressed his intention to propose on this issue at this General Assembly for the final approval. 

AGENDA I: APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 3RD WORLD AKITA CONGRESS IN MILAN IN JUNE, 2000

President Kariyabu tabled for confirmation the minutes of the 3rd World Akita Congress where the establishment of the World Akita Clubs was officially approved. The minutes were approved unanimously.   (see enclosure No.1)
AGENDA II: REPORTS ON THE MEMBERS OF THE WUAC

President Kariyabu reported that the WUAC is presently made of 17 member countries. He also informed that Akita clubs of Israel and Croatia contacted the WUAC Secretariat expressing there wish to join the WUAC. He proposed that the Executive Committee accept them as members provisionally if they submit all the decisions to the General Assembly as to whether or not to officially recognize them as members. The proposal was approved unanimously.

 AGENDA III: FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Kamisato read out the financial report of the year 2001, which was approved unanimously.  (see enclosure No.2)
AGENDA IV: SPAIN’S DESIGNATION OF THE AKITA AS A "Dangerous breed”
President Kariyabu explained the case where the Akita was designated in Spain as a "dangerous breed”. The WUAC has already sent a letter on this case to the FCI. As a result, the General Committee of the FCI is now considering the possibility that the FCI will deal with this case in the future. The WUAC sent letter on this case to the FCI member countries in Europe as well asking for there efforts never to let such an error happen again. Although the WUAC sent a letter to Real Sociedad Canina de España (Spanish Kennel Club) and Club Español de Perros Nordicos y Akita Inu asking them to make a strong protest against the Spanish Government for its erroneous action, there has been no reply to date. While it would be most effective to file a suit against the Spanish Government claiming that enforcing such an anti-dog law is illegal, both clubs seem to have very little interest in the Akita, which explains the fact that they have taken no action in this case. It was decided that the WUAC would issue an ultimatum to Club Español de Perros Nordicos y Akita Inu asking them to take an action in this case.

AGENDA V: BREED STANDARD OF THE AKITA

a) Description on the Colour of Brindle 
A decision made at the previous day’s Executive Committee meeting was reported: as for the proposal to add more details to the description on the colour of brindle in the breed standard, it was decided that Japan would deal with the issue by preparing a guideline as the country of origin, not by amending the breed standard.

b) Size

As for the proposal from France that the size of the Akita should be smaller, it was reported that the current size would remain unchanged because the Akita is established as a large breed.

c) Judging of Dogs blue of black spotted tongue

There was a question as to spotted tongues and how they should be checked in judging. It was reported that no spotted tongues can be tolerated at all because they indicate influence of other breeds, therefore, spotted tongues should be checked routinely in judging the Akita. It was decided that Japan, as the country of origin, would prepare a guideline for judging including reference to missing teeth. There was a request that a seminar take place also in Europe where actual Akitas are presented. President Kariyabu supported this idea but explained that he would like to select an appropriate country considering various for the organization of the seminar. He informed that the organizing country of the seminar would be decided later in combination with AGENDA VIII.
AGENDA VI: ORGANIZING A SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HEREDITARY DISEASES OF THE AKITA

As he reported on the previous day’s Executive Committee meeting at the beginning of this General Assembly. President Kariyabu proposed to set up a special committee to deal with hereditary diseases of the Akita because they are closely related to improvement of mental and physical health of the breed and the WUAC most make the utmost effort to tackle them. The special committee will determine priorities of issues concerning hereditary diseases to be dealt with. Firstly, it will focus on hereditary skin diseases and Vogh-Koyanagi-Harada syndrome, and make investigations into the diseases. The committee consists of Mr. Hiroshi Kamisato from Japan, Mrs.Angelika Kammerscheid-Lammers from Germany, Mr.Jean-Luc Delente from France, Mrs. Anneke Timmer from Netherlands and Dr. Sophia Kaluzniacki from U.S.A.

Mrs. Lammers will serve as Chairperson and Mr. Kamisato as Secretary. It was explained that it would be necessary to hold meetings of the special committee at least twice a year, and that the WUAC will bear all the costs needed for organizing the meeting. All mentioned above was approved unanimously.

AGENDA VII: POINTS TO REMEMBER IN CASE A DOG RESULTING FROM MIX-BREEDING IN THE UNITED STATES IN IMPORTED TO MEMBER COUNTRY OF THE FCI

President Kariyabu informed that there are mix-breeds resulting from mix-breeding of Akita and Great Japanese Dog in the United States. He insisted that even if such dogs are imported to a member country of the FCI, they must never be accepted for registration. He explained that because the Akita has already been split into two separate breeds with established breed standards mix-breeds are not to be approved as a pure breed.

AGENDA VIII: PLACE OF THE NEXT WUAC GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Brazil, Belgium, Norway, Hungary and Italy proposed to be the host of the next General Assembly in 2004. After two votings, it was decided to hold the next General Assembly in 2004 in Belgium.

There being no further business, President Kariyabu expressed his gratitude to all the attendants for their cooperation for the smooth proceeding of the meeting.

